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In stating this to Sazonov, Pourtales said "it did not
imply a threat, but simply a friendly opinion." But Saz-
onov received it "in a state of great excitement" and said
he would report it to the Tsar,38 Sazonov, however, ap-
pears to have interpreted it as a threat, and replied sharply:
"Now I have no further doubt as to the true cause of Aus-
tria's intransigence." Pourtales jumped up from his seat
in protest, and the two parted coolly.39
Suzonov then informed the tsar by telephone of the
communication just made by Pourtales. The Tsar directed
him to discuss with lanushkevich and Sukhomlinov the
question of general mobilization at once, while he himself
telegraphed to the Kaiser: "Thanks for your telegram con-
ciliatory and friendly, whereas official message presented
today by your Ambassador to my Minister was conveyed in
a very different tone. Beg you to explain this divergency.
It would be right to give over the Austro-Serbian problem
to the Hague Conference. Trust in your wisdom and
friendship."40
The news of the bombardment of Belgrade, followed by
Pourtales's warning that the further continuation of Rus-
sian mobilization measures would lead to German mobili-
zation and war, removed any last doubts which Sazonov
may have had as to need of immediate general mobiliza-
tion. In the discussion with lanushkevich, he agreed that,
as war with Germany was probably unavoidable, it would
be a mistake to postpone longer th.e general mobilization
sent at 8:00 P.M. (K,D., 378), it is clear that this third Pourtales-Sazonov
interview took place between 6 and 7 P.M., as Pourtal&s correctly states
in his memoir (Am Scheidcwcff, p. 45f.).» Schilling's Diary, p. 48, is
inaccurate in placing it "at 3:00 P.M."; Schilling perhaps confused^ it
with the second Pourtales interview, mentioned above at note 34, which
did take place about 3:00 P.M.
38 Pourtales to Bethmann, July 29, 8:00 P.M., KJD,, 378; c/. Schil-
ling's Diary, p, 48.	39 Schilling's Diary, p. 48 f,
40 Tsar to Kaiser, 8:20 P.M.; received 8:42 P.M.; K.D., 366; Schil-
ling's Diary, p. 54. On the Tsar's Hague Tribunal idea, see preceding
chapter, at notes 74-78.

